PKEFACE.

IT is my purpose in this little book to present a gen-
eral view of what is known and believed about the sun,
in language and manner as unprofessional as is con-
sistent with precision. I write neither for scientific
readers as such, nor, on the other hand, for the masses,
but for that large class in the community who, without
being themselves engaged in scientific pursuits, yet
have sufficient education and intelligence to be inter-
ested in scientific subjects when presented in an un-
te-tjlmical manner; who desire, and are perfectly com-
petent, not only to know the results obtained, but to
understand the principles and methods on which they
depend, without caring to master all the details of the
investigation.

I have tried to keep distinct the line between the
certain and the conjectural, and to indicate as far as
possible the degree of confidence to be placed in data
and conclusions.

It is hardly necessary to say that the work has small
claims to originality. I have made use of material